
 

 
Student Researchers United / UAW 
4900 Shattuck Ave 
P.O. Box 22900 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

 
Via Electronic Mail 
 
Dear UC Merced Chancellor Juan Sánchez Muñoz, 
 
This week, the California Public Employment Relations Board (PERB) verified that a majority of 
UC Student Researchers – Graduate Student Researchers, Graduate Student Research 
Assistants, Trainees, and Fellows – across all 10 UC campuses and LBL have signed 
authorization cards to form a union, Student Researchers United/UAW. 
 
We, the undersigned, are Student Researchers representing departments across UC Merced 
with SRs. We have formed a union with our colleagues across the state in order to negotiate as 
equals with UC over improvements to our working conditions.  
 
Given that PERB has verified majority support of Student Researchers, we expect the UC 
administration will promptly recognize our union and bargain a first contract. We see the 
prospect of swiftly negotiating a first collective bargaining agreement as an important 
opportunity to make UC an even better research University. We look forward to channeling the 
tremendous creativity and energy of thousands of our colleagues toward that end by sitting 
down together at the negotiation table without delay.  
 
If you have questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to us at: sruuaw@sruuaw.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shayna Bennett, NSF GRFP, Applied Mathematics 
Fabian Santiago, Graduate Student Researcher, Applied Mathematics 
Jordan Collignon, Graduate Student Researcher, Applied Mathematics 
Ajay Khanna, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Jocelyn Ochoa, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Chemical Biology 
Karnamohit Ajit Ranka, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Carlos Diaz Alvarenga, Trainee, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Shrishail Kishor Baligar, Graduate Student Researcher, Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science 
Tafadzwa Joseph Dube, Graduate Student Researcher, Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science 
Anshika Kandhway, Graduate Student Researcher, Environmental Systems 



 

Gabriele Larocca Conte, Graduate Student Researcher, Environmental Systems 
Mark Seelos, Graduate Student Researcher, Environmental Systems 
Catherine A. Yeager, Graduate Student Researcher, Interdisciplinary Humanities 
Victor H. Hernandez Carreno, Graduate Student Researcher, Materials and Biomaterials 
Science Engineering 
Angela Macedo, Graduate Student Researcher, Materials and Biomaterials Science 
Engineering 
Jacques N'guessan, Graduate Student Researcher, Mechanical Engineering 
Souvik Roy, Graduate Student Research Assistant, Mechanical Engineering 
Edgar Perez-Lopez, Research Assistant, Mechanical Engineering 
Mark Woodall, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics 
Diego Tapia Silva, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics 
Devika Gireesan Sudha, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics 
Anh Diep, Graduate Student Researcher, Quantitative & Systems Biology 
Betsabel Chicana Romero, Graduate Student Researcher, Quantitative & Systems Biology 
Samuel R. Fellows, Fellow, Quantitative & Systems Biology 
 
CC   
Gregg Camfield, UC Merced Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
Chris Kello, UC Merced Interim Vice Provost and Graduate Dean 
Marjorie Zatz, UC Merced Interim Vice Chancellor, Research & Economic Development 
Elizabeth R. Dumont, UC Merced Dean of the School of Natural Sciences 
Jeffrey W. Gilger, UC Merced Dean of the School of Social Sciences, Humanities, and Arts 
Mark Matsumoto, UC Merced Dean of the School of Engineering 
Michael Drake, UC President  
Michael Brown, UC Provost  
Letitia Silas, UC Labor Relations Executive Director  
Nadine Fishel, UC Labor Relations Associate Director 
Peter Nguyen, UC Labor Relations Associate Director 


