
 

 
Student Researchers United / UAW 
4900 Shattuck Ave 
P.O. Box 22900 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 
 

Via Electronic Mail 
 
Dear UCLA Chancellor Gene Block, 
 
This week, the California Public Employment Relations Board (PERB) verified that a majority of UC 
Student Researchers – Graduate Student Researchers, Graduate Student Research Assistants, 
Trainees, and Fellows – across all 10 UC campuses and LBL have signed authorization cards to 
form a union, Student Researchers United/UAW. 
 
We, the undersigned, are Student Researchers representing departments across UCLA with SRs. 
We have formed a union with our colleagues across the state in order to negotiate as equals with 
UC over improvements to our working conditions.  
 
Given that PERB has verified majority support of Student Researchers, we expect the UC 
administration will promptly recognize our union and bargain a first contract. We see the prospect of 
swiftly negotiating a first collective bargaining agreement as an important opportunity to make UC an 
even better research University. We look forward to channeling the tremendous creativity and 
energy of thousands of our colleagues toward that end by sitting down together at the negotiation 
table without delay.  
 
If you have questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to reach out 
to us at: sruuaw@sruuaw.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shota Vashakmadze, Graduate Student Researcher, Architecture and Urban Design 
Kevin Hayakawa, Graduate Student Researcher, Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Tony Pahl, Graduate Student Researcher, Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Briley Lewis, NSF GRFP, Astronomy and Astrophysics 
Calvin Howes, Graduate Student Researcher, Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences 
Todd Emmenegger, Graduate Student Researcher, Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences 
Deepak Singla, Graduate Student Researcher, Bioengineering 
Natalie Cherry, Graduate Student Researcher, Bioengineering 
Ruth Foley, Graduate Student Researcher, Bioengineering 
Trinny Tat, NDSEG Fellow, Bioengineering 
Juan De la Hoz, Graduate Student Researcher, Bioinformatics 
Kikuye Koyano, Graduate Student Researcher, Bioinformatics 
Leah Briscoe, NSF GRFP, Bioinformatics 
Gabriel Hassler, GSR and NIH Fellow, Biomathematics 



 

Byron Tseng, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Ibubeleye Somiari (Somi), Graduate Student Researcher, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Lindsey Parsons, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Shilin Shen, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
Anthony Sica, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Dayanni Bhagwandin, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Eric Lee, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Heta Desai, Graduate Student Researcher, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Jerry Huy Ngo, Graduate Student Researcher, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
MP Delisle, Graduate Student Researcher, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Brian Hill, Graduate Student Researcher, Computer Science 
Eli Jaffe, Graduate Student Researcher, Computer Science 
Pasha Khosravi, Graduate Student Researcher, Computer Science 
Rosemary He, Graduate Student Researcher, Computer Science 
H. Leslie Foster II, Graduate Student Researcher, Design | Media Arts 
Akash Gupta, Graduate Student Researcher, Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences 
Tyler Powell, Graduate Student Researcher, Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences 
Zachary Plante, Graduate Student Researcher, Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences 
Robert Ulrich, NSF GRFP, Earth, Planetary and Space Sciences 
Rachel Turba, Graduate Student Researcher, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Regina Zweng, NSF GRFP, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Tina Del Carpio, NSF GRFP, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Andrew Hess, Graduate Student Researcher, Economics 
Giovanni Righi, Graduate Student Researcher, Economics 
Johnny Huynh, NSF GRFP, Economics 
Julia Karpicz, Graduate Student Researcher, Education: Higher Education and Organizational 
Change 
Kaitlyn Stormes, Graduate Student Researcher, Education: Higher Education and Organizational 
Change 
Piper Harris, Graduate Student Researcher,  Education: Human Development Psychology 
Christine Liboon, Graduate Student Researcher,  Education: Social Research Methodology 
Nina Monet Reynoso, Graduate Student Researcher,  Education: Social Sciences and Comparative 
Education 
Sophia Ángeles, Graduate Student Researcher, Education: Urban Schooling 
Julian de Gortari, Graduate Student Researcher, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Saptadeep Pal, Graduate Student Researcher, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Sundara Srinivasavaradhan, Graduate Student Researcher, Electrical and Computer Engineering 
Rafael Jaime, Graduate Student Researcher, English 
AE Stevenson, Graduate Student Researcher, Film, Television, and Digital Media 
Michael Z. Dean, Graduate Student Researcher, History 
Alex Chubick, Graduate Student Researcher, Human Genetics 
James Boocock, Graduate Student Researcher, Human Genetics 
Toni Boltz, NIH Trainee, Human Genetics 
Megan Riley, Graduate Student Researcher, Information studies 
Paul Stainier, Graduate Student Researcher, Institute of the Environment and Sustainability 
Tanner Waters, NSF GRFP, Institute of the Environment and Sustainability 



 

Bineh Ndefru, Graduate Student Researcher, Materials Science and Engineering 
Brea Hogan, Graduate Student Researcher, Materials Science and Engineering 
Ben Johnsrude, Graduate Student Researcher, Mathematics 
Riley Thornton, Graduate Student Researcher, Mathematics 
Vivek Rajasenan, Graduate Student Researcher, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Isabelle Sanders, Graduate Student Researcher, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Yayun Du, Graduate Student Researcher, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Kevin Schwarm, NDSEG Fellow, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Nolan Uchizono, NSTGRO Fellow, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
Lauren Thurlow, NSF GRFP, Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics 
LeAnn Nguyen, NIH Trainee, Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics 
Alfredo Enrique Gonzalez, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular and Medical Pharmacology 
Moe Ishihara, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular and Medical Pharmacology 
Anastasia Vavilina, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular Biology Institute 
Grace Hancock, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular Biology Institute 
Kaleab Tessema, NIH Fellow, Molecular Biology Institute 
Kadidia Pemba Adula, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology 
Hector Navarro, NSF GRFP, Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology 
Jon DiRusso, NIH Trainee, Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology 
Abigail Aleman, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular, Cellular and Integrative Physiology 
Alex Bedard, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular, Cellular and Integrative Physiology 
Natalie Moncada, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular, Cellular and Integrative Physiology 
Shantee Rosario, Graduate Student Researcher, Molecular, Cellular and Integrative Physiology 
Ari Schaler, Graduate Student Researcher, Neuroscience 
Sarah Chang, NIH Trainee, Neuroscience 
Megan Massa, NSF GRFP, Neuroscience 
Fadil Ali, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics and Biology in Medicine 
Pavitra Ramesh, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics and Biology in Medicine 
Peter Boyle, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics and Biology in Medicine 
Jay Green, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics and Astronomy 
Nick Geiser, Graduate Student Researcher, Physics and Astronomy 
Jessica Pilgram, NSF GRFP, Physics and Astronomy 
Rachel Forgash, Graduate Student Researcher, Political Science 
Razia Sahi, Graduate Student Researcher, Psychology 
Adriana Mendez Leal, NSF GRFP, Psychology 
Kevin Tan, NSF GRFP, Psychology 
Jamie Mondello, Trainee and GSR, Psychology 
Crystal Shaw, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Biostatistics 
Alejandra Cabral, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Community Health Sciences 
Gabriela Lazalde, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Community Health Sciences 
Timothy Matthews, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Environmental Health Sciences 
Julia Koerber, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Epidemiology 
Linh Chuong, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Health: Health Policy and Management 
Samantha Nuno, Graduate Student Researcher, Public Policy 
Melanie A. Sonsteng-Person, Graduate Student Researcher, Social Welfare 
Stephanie Kathan, Graduate Student Researcher, Social Welfare 



 

Nathan Hoffmann, Graduate Student Researcher, Sociology 
Sam Baugh, Graduate Student Researcher, Statistics 
Stephanie Stacy, Graduate Student Researcher, Statistics 
Yaofang Zhang, Graduate Student Researcher, Statistics 
Alex Ferrer, Graduate Student Researcher, Urban and Regional Planning 
Gregory R. Preston, Graduate Student Researcher, Urban and Regional Planning 
Justin McBride, Graduate Student Researcher, Urban and Regional Planning 
Miya Shaffer, Graduate Student Researcher, World Arts and Cultures/Dance 
 
CC   
Emily A. Carter, UCLA Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost 
Michael S. Levine, UCLA Vice Chancellor of Academic Personnel 
Michael J. Beck, UCLA Administrative Vice Chancellor 
Michael Drake, UC President  
Michael Brown, UC Provost  
Letitia Silas, UC Labor Relations Executive Director  
Nadine Fishel, UC Labor Relations Associate Director 
Peter Nguyen, UC Labor Relations Associate Director 
 
 


